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Humanities Washington’s Values
Critical thinking
We encourage personal reflection, open mindedness, lifelong learning,  
and truth seeking.

Stewardship
We uphold public trust through impactful and transparent use of resources.

Belonging
We want people of all ages, means, and cultures to feel welcome and valued in  
our organization and programs.

Connection
We promote healthy dialogue between people with different perspectives in 
order to build better communities.

Respect
We believe people are equal in dignity. We provide welcoming spaces where 
everyone feels heard and can productively exchange ideas.



2024 Roadmap
Highlights from our journey across Washington State 

JAN
Speakers Bureau: The 2024-25 roster took over with the 
very first event of the year: Harriet Baskas’ “Wonderful, 
Weird, and Worrisome Objects in Washington State 
Museums” hosted by Mount Vernon City Library.

MAY
Revolutions in Reading: Professor Geoffrey Turnovsky 
was on deck at the Larson Gallery in Yakima to explore 
how inventions like the printing press, the book, and the 
internet changed how and what we read.

“�This program makes a huge 
difference in our community. 
We are a small and scrappy 
municipal library with a staff 
that makes the impossible 
happen on a regular basis.  
It’s such a joy to be able to 
bring speakers like Harriet 
Baskas to our community.” 

— �Speakers Bureau host,  
Mount Vernon City Library

APR
Washington Stories Fund: We announced the 
2024 grantees, which ranged from the Young and 
Indigenous podcast’s Fish War series to Voices of 
the Himalayas: Female Migrants’ Narratives event.

FEB
Joy Harjo Live: Former United States Poet Laureate 
Joy Harjo joined Washington State Poet Laureate 
Arianne True for a conversation and poetry reading 
online and live at Town Hall Seattle.



JUL
Heritage Arts Apprenticeship Program:  
We selected 16 teams who will work together 
through July 2025 to pass on such traditions as 
Quileute basketweaving, Mongolian horsehead 
fiddle, and ballet folklórico.

OCT
Latino Poetry: Places We Call Home: 
In honor of Latino Poetry: The Library 
of America Anthology, we championed 
special events at Wenatchee Valley 
College and Casa Latina.

JUN
The Queer Medieval with Nicola Griffith:  
We hosted celebrated novelist Nicola Griffith 
for a unique talk on queer representation in 
historical fiction. There was even a performance 
from the Medieval Women’s Choir!

DEC
Prime Times Family Reading: By the end of 
2024, we completed 61 Family Reading series, 
reaching over 3,000 Washingtonians – that’s 
more kids, parents, libraries, and schools 
served through Prime Time in a single year 
than ever before.

SEP
Washington Reads Freely: 
For Banned Books Week, we 
partnered with Washington 
Center for the Book to share 
stories from the public about 
what reading freely means  
to them.

Our 2024 journey continued

“For me, reading IS growing.” 
— �Rose Mooallem, Kitsap county, age 11



The humans behind  
Humanities Washington’s programs
(the humanities are nothing without the human beings who do them) 

“�[Prime Time] inspired a love of reading and 
learning that extends beyond the six-week 
sessions. Seeing families leave the program 
with a renewed enthusiasm for reading and 
a stronger connection to each other was 
incredibly fulfilling.” 

— �Prime Time Family Reading host, Cottonwood  
Elementary School

“�I am deeply impressed by the positive impact 
this program has had on both children and 
adults. The transformation from the initial 
session to the sixth is truly remarkable. Children 
demonstrate increased critical thinking skills, a 
newfound love of reading, and a greater interest 
in reading at home with their families.”  

— �Prime Time Family Reading host, Edmonds Library

The families of Prime Time Family Reading



The humans behind Humanities Washington’s programs 

“�We are so grateful to Humanities Washington for their support. Our community TRULY loves these 
programs. I regularly get feedback from patrons who appreciate opportunities to attend such 
wonderful (free!) programs.”  

— �Erin Kolb, Asotin County Library

Host Spotlight: �Erin Kolb at Asotin County Library

Every year, Erin Kolb at Asotin County Library partners 
with Humanities Washington to bring a series of 
Speakers Bureau talks to Basalt Cellars Winery in 
Clarkston, WA. She calls it Wine & Wisdom. 

WINE & WISDOM 2024
AUG 6 AUG 13 AUG 20

UFO Northwest:  
How Washington State 

Spawned the Men  
In Black

Homelessness and  
the Meaning of Home

The Trickster: How  
an Ancient Archetype 

Helps Us Imagine  
a Better World



The humans behind Humanities Washington’s programs 

“�Through these events, I learned that expression  
and celebration is necessary for place-making  
and for getting to know our neighbors.”

— �Yesenia Hunter on the impact of the Public Humanities  
Fellows program

Fellows Spotlight: Yesenia Hunter 

Public Humanities Fellow Yesenia Navarrete Hunter 
presented a series of events titled “We Are Neighbors 
/ Somos Vecinos” at the Yakima Valley Museum. 
Neighbors of all backgrounds were invited to attend 
and participate in creating cross-cultural dialogue 
across the Yakima Valley.  

The event topics were:

•	 Que Cora La Voz: Spanish Radio in the Yakima Valley
•	 Songs over Sagebrush: the creative lives and poetry of Japanese 

women on the Yakama Reservation
•	 Quinceañera Dreamscapes and Desires 



The humans behind Humanities Washington’s programs 

“�My apprentice has now started his own team 
under my guidance, and it breathes life and 
love back into the dance, something I had 
almost given up on since it was so challenging 
to continue by myself. I have been doing this 
same dance for almost 50 years now and I can 
finally see a future of it here in Washington.”

—�Kevin Okcheon Shim on the impact of the Heritage Arts 
Apprenticeship Program

Heritage Arts Apprenticeship Program Spotlight:  
송파산대놀이 Korean Traditional Mask Dance 

MASTER ARTIST
Kevin Okcheon Shim 
Federal Way

APPRENTICE
Che Sehyun 
Seattle



3,010 People attended one of our 
61 Prime Time Family Reading series

1,611 People attended an event with 
the Washington State Poet Laureate

25,014118

9,713

Communities 
across WA State

People attended one of 
335 Speakers Bureau events

People attended  
415 Events

Partners & Host
Organizations

331

By the Numbers
Serving Washington communities from Bellingham to Walla Walla



Staff & Board
Staff
George Abeyta  
Senior Program Manager

Stone Addington  
Director of Programs and Deputy Executive Director

Tom Beasley  
Technology and Special Projects Manager

David Haldeman  
Director of Communications and Content

Mariana Imaz 
Program Manager

Rachel Jacobson  
Development and Communications Coordinator

Jera Lego 
Program Manager

Tori Lopez 
Program Coordinator 

Violeta Martin  
Director of New Audience Engagement and Folklife Specialist 

Thomas Grant Richardson  
Director, Center for Washington Cultural Traditions 

Eric Sanders, CPA  
Chief Financial Officer

Julie Ziegler  
Chief Executive Officer

Board Officers
Mark Miyake, Bellingham, Chair
Deepti Agrawal, Bothell, Finance Committee Chair
René Baca, Wenatchee, Governance & Board Equity Committee Co-chair
Betsy Godlewski, Spokane, Fund Development Chair
DeAnne Hamilton, Tacoma, Officer 
Brianna Hoffman, Kennewick, Secretary
Colleen Rozillis, Seattle, Governance & Board Equity Committee Co-chair

Trustees
Todd Arkley, Seattle
Ryan Booth, Pullman
María Bullón-Fernández, Burien
Andrew Chanse, Spokane
Peter Danelo, Seattle 
Mike Faulk, Olympia
Geoff Froh, Seattle
Richard Hart, Wenatchee
Douglas Levy, Kenmore
Freya Liggett, Moses Lake
Elisabeth Mermann-Jozwiak, Walla Walla
Brad Richardson, Vancouver
Joe Ross, Seattle
Carli Schiffner, Olympia

130 Nickerson Street, Suite 304, Seattle, WA 98109
(206) 682-1770humanities.org      @HumanitiesWA



Financials Supporters
Humanities Washington is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization in Washington State.

86%
PROGRAMS

$2,276,004 6%
FUNDRAISING

$157,922 

8%
ADMINISTRATIVE

$202,384 

2024 Total Expenses: $2,636,310
INDIVIDUALS
Shandy Abrahamson
Kim Addington
Stone Addington
David Aggerholm
Jim Alic
Linda Arink
Todd Arkley & Jenny Slay
Brian Ayers
Rene Baca
Siriam Balasubramanian
Suzanne Wilson Barnett & 
Redmond Barnett
Rick Bartels
Dawn & Frank Bayman
Stella Black
Peg & Darrell Blue
John Boggs
Ryan Booth
Lara Branigan
Alan & Ann Breen
Robert Bremner
Linda Breneman & Eric Strand
Gwynne Brown
Mark Brown
Jonathan & Carol Buchter
María Bullón-Fernández &  
Angela Powell
John & Patsy Burgess
Kathy Burgoyne
Kay Burke
Marité Butners
Mary Campbell
Annmarie Caño Wurm
Xavier Cavazos
Terry & Jane Chadsey

Andrew & Susan Chanse
Rita Cipalla
Steven Cohn
Jennifer Comeau
Lydia Cooper
Ann & David Cordero
Chuck Cosson
Garry & Kathryn Crane
Peter Danelo
Catherine & Philip Davis
Eric Davis
Bill & Patty DeGroodt
Maureen Dightman
Jane Dudley
David Durante & Mark Buchthal
Theresa Earenfight
Karen & Tom Ellick
Sandra Elliot-Cortes
Bert Emswiler
Kim Engel
Brian Enslow
Kirsten Erickson
Patsy & Frank Etter
Pat & Bruce Eyer
Mike Faulk
Patricia Ferrell
Kathleen & Steve Flenniken
Karen Fraser
Geoff & Amanda Froh
Janet Garrow
Lee Ann Gekas
Mary Jane Glaser
Ann Glendening
Betsy & Dave Godlewski
Sara Goering
Jack & Vicki Goodwin



Stevan Gorcester
Mark Gorecki
Ann Gosch
Gary Graham
Bruce Greeley
Hollis Guill Ryan & Harold Smith
Nina & Darrell Hallett
DeAnne Hamilton
Alice Hammond
Molly Hannan
Richard Hart & Lynette Westendorf
Keri Healey
Mary Alice Hecht
Helen Hepp
Maureen & Patrick Herward
Brianna & Greg Hoffman
Margaret Holm
Beth Hudson
Pam Iverson
Rachel Jacobson
Elizabeth Joffrion & Diana Shenk
Donald & Joyce Joy
Kristen Kalbrener
Jim & Carol Kershner
Margot Knight
Erin Kolb
Lawrence Kreisman
Linda W. & George O. Lamb
Dan Lamberton & Linda Andrews
Daniel Larner
Steven Lee
Douglas & Teri Levy
Freya & Brian Liggett
Jesse Lipson
Wendy Livesley
Kerry Lohr
William Looney
Sean Lotz
Valerie Lynch
Laura Marquez

Mary Anne & Chuck Martin
Rosalinda Martin
Lora & Parker Mason
Kathleen Maurer
Wendy McClure
Bryan McConaughy
Dawn McKenzie
Marshal McReal
Julee McTaggart
Mary Metastasio
Mark Miyake & Kristin Alten
Thomas Moak
Karen Mobley
Diane Muir
Jamie Murphy
Marianne North
Cynthia Nowowiejski
Mike & Janice O’Mahony
Diane O’Neal
Joyce Ogden
David Perlin & Mary Pembroke Perlin
Joan Penney & David Ryberg
Mary Peters
Judy Pigott
Mary Pigott
Clarice Pool
John & Cynthia Purdy
Jane & Jay Reich
Linda Reid
Tracy Reilly-Kelly
Patsy Reynolds
Bradley & Katie Richardson
Victor Rohret
Joanna Roomes
Joe & Nicole Ross
Nancy & John Rossmeissl
John & Lyn Roth
Colleen & Steve Rozillis
Anna Rudd
Rebecca Sadinsky

Beatrice Sager
Susan Saideman
Jack Sandberg
caroline sayre
Carli Schiffner & Summer Hahn
Dr. Judith Schoepflin
Bob Schuessler
Laurel Sercombe
Kath Sercu
Jeanne Serrill
Scott & Linda Severs
Marilyn Severson
Margaret Shannon
Selinda Sheridan
Michele & Andrew Sherrard
Sharma Shields & Sam Mills
Seth Siegal & Mary Doherty
David Skinner &  
Catherine Eaton Skinner
Linda Spadoni
Carol Squire
Pam Stackhouse
Howard Stambor
Ellen Stearns
Timothy Stickel
Matthew Sutton
Marilyn & Bob Terwilliger
Meredith & Peter Wagner
Maggie Walker
Anne & Jess Walter
Judith N Waring
Colleen Waterhouse
Marguerite Watt
Christopher White
David Williams
Holly Williams
Owen Williams
Meredith Sue Willis
Ben & Sloane Winkes
Susan Wolfe

Kathleen Woodward
Susan Woolf
Annette Woolsey & James Shiflett
Tom Wyckoff
Rosanna Yates-Bailey &  
Robert D. Bailey
Julie & Bryon Ziegler

CORPORATIONS/ 
FOUNDATIONS/ 
ORGANIZATIONS
4Culture
Allison Foundation
AmazonSmile Foundation
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
DKG Washington International Society 
for Key Women Educators
Fordham Street Foundation
Liberty Mutual Foundation
Microsoft Corporation
National Endowment for the Arts
National Endowment for the 
Humanities
Paul G Allen Family Foundation
Schiff Foundation
Seattle Office of Arts and Culture
Stocker Foundation
The Hugh and Jane  
Ferguson Foundation
Tulalip Tribes Charitable Fund
Washington Secretary of State
Washington State Arts Commission



Communities Served
Aberdeen

Airway Heights
Anacortes
Arlington

Auburn
Bainbridge Island

Battle Ground
Bellevue

Bellingham
Blaine

Bothell
Bremerton

Burbank
Burien

Burlington
Camano Island

Camas
Carnation
Centralia
Chehalis

Clarkston
Colfax

Connell
Coupeville
Covington

Dayton
Des Moines

DuPont
Eastsound
Eatonville

Edmonds
Ellensburg
Enumclaw

Everett
Everson

Ferndale
Forks

Freeland
Friday Harbor

Gig Harbor
Goldendale

Graham
Granite Falls

Ilwaco
Issaquah

Kennewick
Kent

Kettle Falls
Kingston
Kirkland

La Conner
Lacey

Lake Stevens
Lakewood

Langley
Leavenworth

Longview
Lopez Island

Lynnwood
Maple Falls

Marysville
Medical Lake
Metaline Falls

Monroe
Montesano

Morton
Moses Lake

Mount Vernon
Mountlake Terrace

Mukilteo
Newport

Normandy Park
North Bonneville

Oak Harbor
Olympia

Omak
Oroville
Orting

Othello
Pasco

Port Angeles
Port Hadlock

Port Townsend
Poulsbo
Pullman

Redmond
Republic
Richland
Ritzville
Seattle

Sedro-Woolley
Sekiu

Sequim
Shelton

Silverdale
Snohomish

Snoqualmie
South Hill
Spokane

Spokane Valley
Steilacoom
Stevenson

Sultan
Sumner
Tacoma
Tenino

Trout Lake
University Place

Vancouver
Vashon

Walla Walla
Washougal
Waterville

Wenatchee
Westport

White Swan
Winthrop

Woodinville
Yakima


